


MS Teaching Packet 2017 
“Why Do You Believe What You Believe?” 

  
Weekly Schedule 
1. 09/06 – Teaching 1   “Is it ok to doubt?” 
2. 09/13 – Teaching 2   “Does God exist?” 
3. 09/20 – Teaching 3   “Why should I believe in the Christian God?” 
4. 09/27 – Teaching 4   “Can I trust the Bible?” (Cameron Woodard) 
5. 10/04 – SERVICE NIGHT 
6. 10/11 – Teaching 5   “What about the stuff in the Bible that I don’t like?” (Cameron 
Woodard) 
7. 10/18 – Teaching 6   “What about the miracles in the Bible?” (Joel May) 
8. 10/25 – PUMPLYMPICS 
9. 11/01 – Teaching 7   “Why is there suffering and evil?” 
10.  11/08 – Teaching 8  “How can God be good if hell exists?” 
11.  11/15 – Teaching 9 (HS STUDENT TESTIMONIES) 
12.  11/22 – NO LARGE GROUP 
13. 11/29 – Teaching 10 “How do I know if I believe?” (Cameron Woodard) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  



Overview to the Theme 
  
The Importance of Thinking Through Belief 
  
Being a Christian is not, and is never, a static reality. While our security in Christ is sure, we are 
always either moving toward Christ or away from him. In a similar way, we are always growing, 
always changing, in either Christ-formed or selfish ways. Because of this, we are called to not 
just “sit” on our Christian beliefs, passively agreeing to their truth while not pursuing greater and 
deeper understanding. To do so is, in effect, moving us away from Christ, for he wants us not 
only to believe, but to believe what we believe, and more and more over time. 
  
We are called to think through what we believe, processing what we believe, and wrestling 
through the implications of belief for our lives. This is important for every Christian at every age, 
and it is particularly vital for middle school-ers. Middle school-age Christians are in a stage of life 
that involves dramatic change physiologically, especially in the brain. Their brains are forming, 
at rapid rates, new capacity to think critically and ask complicated questions. 
  
Along with new capacity to think critically comes new ability to feel and phrase doubts about 
their Christian faith, or about God more generally. Rather than attempt to stifle these doubts, 
older Christians are called to walk alongside middle school-ers, helping them process doubt and 
faith in ways that, hopefully, strengthen faith and model to them God’s steadfast love to the 
doubter. 
  
What We Are Covering in This Series 
  
With an approach similar to that taken by Tim Keller in “Reason for God” and countless other 
apologetics resources, we are going to take on some of the biggest questions asked by middle 
school-ers concerning Christianity, or at least questions they need to be thinking through. These 
questions range from the topics of general theism (“Does God exist?”) to scripture (“How can I 
trust the Bible?”) to deep Christian theology (“Why does evil exist if God is loving?”). 
  
The point is not to provide middle school-ers with “air-tight-answers” to these questions so they 
never doubt again. Of course, that’s not even possible. While there are good, reasonable 
answers to all the questions in the series, the aim is to give our students an invitation and place 
to begin to critically think through what they believe. 
  
Your Role As Leader 
  
Your role as a large and small group leader is not to have all the answers, but rather to be a 
guide and help to students as they ask questions and wrestle with the answers. In addition, your 
role is to guide the group as a whole, encouraging them to listen to one another and love one 
another as they individually process what they are thinking, feeling, and learning. This is a task 



you, on your own, are not up to. You must approach your role with humility and with total 
dependence on Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

Week 1 – “Is it ok to doubt?” 
  
Mark 9:17-25 
17 And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a 

spirit that makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams 
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were 

not able.” 19 And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? 

How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20 And they brought the boy to him. And 
when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled 

about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been 

happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into 

water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23 And 

Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24 Immediately the 

father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25 And when Jesus saw that 
a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf 
spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again. 
  
God wants you to trust Him in your doubts. 
· Everyone has doubts. Doubt is a normal and necessary part of growing. 
o    Doubt is dangerous when you assume that your doubt is more trustworthy than God. 
§   When you trust God with your doubts and while you doubt, you find more and more that He is 
worthy of your trust. 
  
Notes 
“God doesn’t rebuke saints for honest inner struggles, questions, and emotions. Indeed, even 
amid our doubts and darkness we can show forth God’s presence through faithful living.” (Paul 
Copan, see more in his fantastic Gospel Coalition article, linked below) 
  
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/learn-how-not-to-doubt 
  
  
Personal Application Questions (For Leaders) 
1.     Was a time in your life that was particularly characterized by doubt in God (His existence, 
goodness, trustworthiness)? What were those doubts? How did those doubts impact your 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/learn-how-not-to-doubt


relationship with God and with His people? How did you move through those doubts to a place 
of trust? 
2.     How is it possible for doubt to be part of the Christian growth process? 
  
Small Group Questions 
1.     What is doubt? In what ways have you had doubts about God, who He is, and what the 
Bible says about Him? What do these doubts do to you internally (do they make you scared, do 
you assume they mean you aren’t a Christian, do they lesson your trust in Christian leaders)? 
2.     Rob talked tonight about how God calls us to trust him in the midst of doubts. This is shown 
in the story of Jesus in Mark 9, where Jesus a) knows the father has doubts and b) doesn’t 
reject him because he doubts. What is your reaction to this idea that doubt is a normal part of 
growing as a Christian? 
3.     How do you feel about what God is inviting you to do: trust Him with your doubts and while 
you doubt? What seems difficult about this? 
  
Questions for Parents 
1.     If moving through doubt is a normal part of growing as a Christian, then you as a parent are 
called to help your child process doubt. How does your own experience with doubt inform the 
way you do this (negatively and positively)? How does past experience with other Christians 
helping (or not helping) you process doubt inform the way you parent in this regard? 
2.     Watching your child experience doubt, certainly, is a scary thing. Yet you are called to not be 
reactionary or parent out of fear. What does it look like for you to be present, encouraging, and 
to offer grace to your child as he or she doubts? What does it look like to graciously challenge 
them in their doubts and point them to the trustworthiness of God? 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Week 2 – Does God Exist? 
  
 Colossians 1:16-17 
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him.17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
  
Jesus is the answer to the question: why do you exist? 
· Everything that exists has a cause. 
o    The universe exists, and you exist in it. 
§   So, the universe and you must be caused by something (someone). And this cause must be 
outside of and bigger than the universe. Jesus is the “uncaused cause,” the answer to the 
greatest question. 
  
Notes 
  
For more on this version of the cosmological argument: 
http://crossexamined.org/contingency-argument-gods-existence/ 
  
If you want to go further into the rabbit hole, here is a fun video on the original form of the 
“cosmological argument,” as coined by Thomas Aquinas (though I don’t agree with all the 
presenter’s points): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgisehuGOyY 
  
An explanation of how God’s existence makes sense of “sense”: 
https://answersingenesis.org/media/video/bible/what-is-the-best-argument-for-the-existence-of-g
od/ 
  
Personal Application Questions (For Leaders) 
1. Have you ever wrestled with the question of God’s existence? If yes, what has that 
practically looked like for you? If not, how have you interacted with other people who struggle 
with the question? 

http://crossexamined.org/contingency-argument-gods-existence/
http://crossexamined.org/contingency-argument-gods-existence/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgisehuGOyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgisehuGOyY
https://answersingenesis.org/media/video/bible/what-is-the-best-argument-for-the-existence-of-god/
https://answersingenesis.org/media/video/bible/what-is-the-best-argument-for-the-existence-of-god/
https://answersingenesis.org/media/video/bible/what-is-the-best-argument-for-the-existence-of-god/


2. In this lesson, Rob is presenting, in basic form, the “cosmological argument” for God’s 
existence. What are other arguments for God’s existence that you have encountered? What are 
their strengths? How would you present these arguments to a middle school-er? 
  
Small Group Questions 
1. How do you now, or how have you in the past, wrestled with this question: does God 
exist? Have you ever thought about the question: WHY do I exist? 
2. What do you think about the argument Rob presented for the existence of God? What 
doesn’t make sense? What is helpful about it? What are other arguments for the existence of 
God (argument from our sense of right and wrong, argument from design in nature)? What do 
you think about those arguments? [Leaders: help guide your group into a discussion here. It is 
ok for it to go in tangential directions, but seek to keep your group talking about the question 
“does God exist?” itself.] 
3. The Bible is not only saying that God exists, but that Jesus is the God who exists. How 
does believing that Jesus is the One who caused you and everything else to exist impact the 
way you a) think about the world around you and b) yourself? 
  
Questions for Parents 
1.     Considering and wrestling through the “question” of God’s existence is something almost 
everyone does. How can you help your child, even if he or she has never questioned God’s 
existence, begin to consider the good reasons for believing in His existence? How can you do 
this in a way that both challenges your child and allows space for him or her to process and 
struggle openly? 
2.     The Bible, in a sense, never makes an “argument” for God’s existence. His existence is 
assumed as the basis for all reality, and our response to His assumed existence is reverence 
and worship. It is the heart of pride for us to assume that God is on trial and we are His judge. 
What does it look like to teach your child to ask good questions about God’s existence while 
simultaneously making sure he or she understands that God is never on trial (He is the cosmic 
judge; we are not)? 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Week 3 – “Why should I believe in the ‘Christian God’?” 
  
John 14:2-6 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 
  
Christianity gets the problem right and offers a unique solution. 
· All other ways of seeing the world put our problem just as deep as our ability to fix it. 
Only Christianity says that we are spiritually, totally, helpless. 
o    Every other major religion basically offers this solution: here is the path to salvation; go do 
this. Only Christianity says: Jesus is the path to salvation . 
§   Only Jesus goes to the depths of your problem, and only Jesus solves your deepest desire for 
God’s love…because he is God. 
  
Notes 
  
Oxford mathematician John Lennox discusses the uniqueness of Christianity (his focus is on the 
unique Christian message of grace, not merit, as the way to salvation) 
https://youtu.be/DMc38L44avA 
  
Sean McDowell on Christian uniqueness (his argument is varied in a few parts; helpful to offer 
further angles to students on this uniqueness) 
https://youtu.be/A1lTM3NLmuc 
  

https://youtu.be/DMc38L44avA
https://youtu.be/A1lTM3NLmuc


The late and beloved apologist Nabeel Qureshi discusses why Jesus Christ is God by looking at 
the gospels’ witness 
https://youtu.be/I46JquDHdCQ as a side note, this remembrance of Qureshi by Ravi Zacharias 
is wonderful 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/september-web-only/ravi-zacharias-nabeel-qureshi-ap
ologist-rzim.html 
  
“the essence of sin is not [primarily] the violation of laws but a wrecked relationship with God, 
one another, and the whole created order.” (Barbara Brown Taylor) 
  
Cornelius Plantinga on the depths of our problem (graphic, but helpful): 
“Human nature…as been despoiled of its powers by original sin. The image suggested by this 
language is that of stripping—stripping a tree of its bark, an animal of its hide, or an enemy army 
of its arms and provisions. To do these things is to remove the skin that protects against outside 
invaders and keeps one’s innards from spilling out. In other words, to despoil is to remove that 
which preserves integrity.” (Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It’s Meant to Be , 31). 
  
“Human beings are so integral to the fabric of things that when human beings turned from God 
the entire warp and woof of the world unraveled. Disease, genetic disorders, famine, natural 
disasters, aging, and death itself are as much the result of sin as are oppression, war, crime, 
and violence. We have lost God’s shalom—physically, spiritually, socially, psychologically, 
culturally. Things now fall apart.” (Tim Keller, Reason for God , 170) 
  
“All other major faiths have founders who are teachers that show the way to salvation. Only 
Jesus claimed to actually be the way of salvation himself.” (RFG, 174).   
  
“The Christian gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and 
valued that Jesus was glad to die for me.” (RFG, 181). 
  
“Christianity’s basic message differs at root with the assumptions of traditional religion. The 
founders of every other major religion essentially came as teachers, not as saviors. They came 
to say: ‘Do this and you will find the divine.’ But Jesus came essentially as a savior rather than a 
teacher (though he was that as well). Jesus says: ‘I am the divine come to you , to do what you 
could not do for yourselves.’ The Christian message is that we are saved not by our record, but 
by Christ’s record…[Christianity] is something else altogether.” (RFG, 185). 
  
Personal Application Questions (For Leaders) 
1. In what ways have you subtly or overtly conceived of your problem as less than 
complete spiritual helplessness? How have you, in any way, bought into the idea apparent in all 
other worldviews that, as human beings, our problem is not deeper than our ability to fix it? 
2. What does it mean for you, more and more, to trust in Jesus rather than in your merit? 
How does seeing Jesus being salvation , rather than offering another path to salvation, move 
you to worship and love him? Spend time thanking Jesus for being salvation to and for us. 

https://youtu.be/I46JquDHdCQ
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/september-web-only/ravi-zacharias-nabeel-qureshi-apologist-rzim.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/september-web-only/ravi-zacharias-nabeel-qureshi-apologist-rzim.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/september-web-only/ravi-zacharias-nabeel-qureshi-apologist-rzim.html


  
Small Group Questions 
1. Rob said tonight that Christianity “gets the problem right and offers a unique solution.” 
What is the problem Christianity gets right? [Leaders: encourage discussion to elaborate on this, 
more than simply “sin”] What is the unique solution Christianity offers? [Leaders: encourage 
discussion, concerning how Christianity is specifically “different”] 
2. What is your response to hearing: “our problem is that we are spiritually, totally, 
helpless”? How do you feel about that personally (“am I really that bad”)? What do you think 
about other claims, 1) that the world is getting better, and 2) that we can one day fix our 
problems as human beings? 
3. How do you struggle with hearing: “Jesus is the path of salvation”? How does this 
challenge your desire to fix your own problems / be independent? How does Jesus’ offer 
address your desire to be truly loved and valued? 
  
Questions for Parents 
1. How do you, as a parent, talk about the uniqueness of Christianity to your children in 
ways that do not set up “straw men” versions of other religions? For instance, saying, “All 
Muslims are violent because Islam has notes of violence,” is not helpful the second your child 
meets a Muslim that is by disposition kind and peaceful. So, how do you help them see 
Christianity as distinct from other worldviews while simultaneously being careful in the way you 
talk about other worldviews (and especially their members)? 
2. What makes Christianity distinct (besides Jesus, of course) is grace. Only in Christianity 
do we find salvation through the merit of another. How do you encourage and challenge your 
children to work hard, diligently study, and grow in maturity while simultaneously pointing them 
to God’s grace in Christ? How do you guide your children to become responsible adults while 
losing sight of what truly matters most in this life (the grace of God)? 
  
These are difficult questions, parents! You need God’s grace as much as your children. You 
cannot merit the growth of your children through your efforts. Spend time praying now for God’s 
grace to help you parent by grace.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 7 – “Why is there suffering and evil?” 
  
Matthew 27:45-46 
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that 
is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
  
Suffering and evil do not make sense without God. 
· Everyone has this feeling that suffering and evil are real. 
o    If God doesn’t exist, though, then suffering and evil are just illusions. When we suffer, we may 
not like it, but if God doesn’t exist then none of it matters at all. 
§   Doing away with God doesn’t help us with this question. 
  
God’s response to suffering and evil is the cross. 
· A response is not the same thing as an answer. We may not be able to get the answer 
we want, but we find out who God is through the response of the cross. 
o    On the cross, God got involved in the suffering and evil of the world and took it on Himself. 
§   So, the answer can’t be: God is evil or He doesn’t love us. At the cross, we see that God is 
good, loving, and deserves our trust that He will one day completely do away with suffering and 
evil. 
  
Notes 
  
Sermon by pastor Andrew Wilson on the logical and emotional problem of suffering and evil 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJ2KFXqpdmk 
  
A shorter response to this question by Tim Keller 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkn5lfutSrY 
  
“From any Christian perspective, our theoretical and practical approach to evil and suffering 
must fasten on the cross, or we are bound to take a false step.” (D.A. Carson, How Long O 
Lord? ) 
  
“Many (though certainly not all) of our difficulties with the problem of suffering arise from the fact 
that we ignore [the] biblical framework. The tragedy is that the suffering then becomes worse, 
for it this framework leaves large holes, it also provides the elements of support, of comfort, of 
hope. If you flee this framework because of what is still not known, you will not ‘solve’ the 
problem of suffering, and you will sacrifice much of the comfort the gospel gives.” (ibid.) 
  
On the distinction between moral and natural evil 
“the distinction that many make between moral evils and natural evils needs careful 
qualification. At one level, of course, a useful distinction may be made: there is a difference 
between, say, a rape and a destructive tornado, between a war caused by human avarice and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJ2KFXqpdmk


an earthquake no human could either start or stop. Yet from another perspective, both kinds of 
evil, and the suffering caused by both kinds of evil, are the result of sin, of rebellion—and 
therefore of moral evil.” (D.A. Carson, ibid.) 
  
On the necessity of the cross 
“The ultimate measure of evil is the wrath of God (Rom. 1:18ff.), and that wrath is so resolute 
that it issues in the cross. We are all ‘by nature deserving of wrath’ (Eph. 2:3): apart from the 
cross, there is no hope for any of us.” (D.A. Carson, ibid.) 
  
On the “answer” of the cross 
“The cross shows us what the answer [to why there is suffering and evil] isn’t. It can’t be that 
God doesn’t love us or He wouldn’t have come down and gotten involved.” (Tim Keller) 
  
How God makes sense of our sense of suffering and evil 
“Suffering often takes the form of injustice and evil perpetrated by humans, and the goodness of 
God himself is called into question when he is accused by the atheist of being unjust for 
allowing such pain to exist. yet without a transcendent source from which they stem, these 
moral claims about right and wrong, goodness and injustice, are simply our own illusions 
mapped on to an indifferent physical world. The question only makes sense if there is a God 
who grounds our moral beliefs to begin with.” (Justin Brierly, Unbelievable? , 149-150) 
  
“Within Christian belief, suffering is at least a mystery we can hope to make sense of. In 
atheism, it is simply meaningless.” (ibid., 151) 
  
“My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how had I got 
this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a 
straight line. What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust? …Thus in the very 
act of trying to prove that God did not exist—in other words, that the whole of reality was 
senseless—I found I was forced to assume that one part of reality—namely my idea of 
justice—was full of sense. Consequently atheism turns out to be too simple. If the whole 
universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no meaning: just as, if 
there were no light in the universe and therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never know 
it was dark. Dark would be a word without meaning.” (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 38-39) 
  
Acknowledging the mystery, how can we make sense of suffering and evil? 
“Underlying many people’s questions about suffering is an unquestioned assumption about why 
God created us in the first place. But what if we stopped to examine that assumption and first 
ask the question ‘What does a loving God want for the human beings he created? Here are two 
possible answers: ‘It’s God’s job to keep human beings happy, comfortable and pain-free.’ 
That’s what a lot of people assume is meant by God being ‘loving’. But there is another possible 
answer: ‘God’s purpose for human beings is to bring them to know and love him.’ Those are two 
very different responses. Coming to know and love God may be quite different from being kept 
comfortable and happy.” (ibid., 158) 



  
Personal Application Questions 
1. In a general sense, how has suffering and evil affected you? How has it, and how does it 
continue to, affect your perception of God and trust in Him? [Take time to process these 
questions] 
2. What does your response to suffering and evil say about your perception of your own 
responsibility? I.e. to what extent do you see the suffering and evil around you being linked to 
the evil in your own heart? [Not in the sense of being responsible for evil acts that are done by 
others, but in the sense of being connected through original sin] 
3. How should the cross, as the lens through which you see the world, shape the way you 
respond to suffering and evil? How should it compel you to respond in love to suffering? How 
should it shape the way you respond to evil in other people?  
  
Small Group Questions 
1. What is your personal response to suffering and evil? How does it affect you? How does 
it affect your view of who God is (is He good? is He trustworthy?) 
2. If there were no God, do you think you could make sense of suffering and evil? Are you 
comfortable with the idea of suffering and evil being only illusions? 
3. When we demand an answer from God, an answer that satisfies us, what are we 
assuming about our own ability to understand God and His plans? When we demand that 
answer, what are we assuming God owes us? What do you think about these assumptions? 
4. What does Jesus’ death on the cross say about how we should respond to suffering and 
evil? How might trusting the cross as the clearest picture of God help you turn to Him when you 
experience or see suffering and evil? 
  
Questions for Parents 
1. How do you outwardly respond before your children when you experience or witness 
suffering and evil? What do you tell your children when they experience or see suffering and 
evil? 
2. It is easier to talk apologetics in the realm of suffering and evil if it’s abstracted from 
experience. Talking about suffering and evil, when it has touched your children, is much more 
difficult. What does a cross-shaped, cross-formed response to your child’s suffering life look 
like? 
3. One of the things that helps us understand the comfort of God’s response to suffering 
and evil is to recognize the evil that lives within our own hearts. God doesn’t owe us anything. In 
fact, His response to the suffering and evil at the cross is wholly gracious because it removes 
the consequence of wrath from us. How can you guide your child to look at his or her own heart 
to recognize sin and rebellion living there? How might that help your child to interpret suffering 
in his or her own life through the lens of the cross rather than the lens of entitlement?  
 
 
 
 



 
Week 8 – How Can God Be Good If Hell Exists? 

  
Revelation 21:22-27 
22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.23 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They 
will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 
nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's 
book of life. 
  
Hell exists because there is hope for God’s world. 
· Hell is NOT a place God created to torture people who don’t obey Him. 
o    Hell is the power of evil that rebels against God and hurts His world. 
o    The “fire” of hell is lit by human hands. Hell is the reality of what happens when we are 
handed over to our own destructive desires.  
§   God promises to return to put His world completely right, and when He does that, He will kick 
all evil out. That is hell—it is outside God’s city. 
§   God invites all rebels into His city, and He sent His Son to suffer the horror of hell for you so 
you would have hope. 
  
Notes 
  
“Jesus is going to kick the hell out of earth. The King is coming to establish his kingdom—and 
when he does, sin’s destructive power will be cast outside. Like a good homeowner, Jesus 
longs for his house to be perfect. But like an unwelcome houseguest, sin has made a mess of 
things—for far too long. So Jesus is coming to kick out the vandals and put his house back in 
order through his resurrection reign. This is the hope of the gospel.” (Joshua Ryan Butler, 
Skeletons in God’s Closet, 35) 
  
Hell is not underground, but outside  – “the New Testament tells us that the power of hell is 
going to get kicked outside the city.” (ibid) 
  
On Jesus’ word for hell, “Gehenna” – “When Jesus talks about Gehenna, or the Valley of 
Hinnom, he is not referring to a cavernous hole deep in the bowels of the earth, or to some 
black vortex in a galaxy far, far away. He is talking about a place you could MapQuest, a 
geographical location you could pinpoint on a map.” (ibid, 36) 
  
Two Primary Associations with Gehenna / Valley of Hinnom 
1. “First, it was a place of idolatry. Israel went there to cheat on God with other lovers.” 
(ibid) 



2. “Second, it was a place of injustice. Israel went there to kill her children. The valley was 
identified frequently with child sacrifice.” 
  
“Forsaking God resulted not in a more peaceful society, but in a more brutal one. As Israel 
turned away from God, she turned in upon herself. God doesn’t just have a problem with the 
infamous valley because he’s personally offended; he has a problem because he loves the 
world its powers seek to destroy.” (ibid., 38) 
  
God Is Not Responsible for the Horror of Hell 
“Hell is cruel. Yet to blame the cruelty of hell on God is like an alcoholic blaming sobriety for the 
pain of his addiction. Sobriety is the cure the alcoholic needs, not the disease that afflicts Him.” 
(ibid., 39) 
  
“The Valley of Hinnom is cruel not because of the good and faithful husband but because of the 
cheap and adulterous affair and the abusive and vindictive lovers we give ourselves to. Hell’s 
internal logic is cruel not because of God but because of his absence in the attainment of our 
idolatrous illusions.” (ibid.) 
  
“For Jesus to say the King is coming to kick sin out of Jerusalem and into the Valley of Hinnom, 
is to say in an important respect that the rebellion will be handed over to the destructive mess it 
has itself made.” (ibid.) 
  
Hell Is Outside God’s City 
“[Hell is] outside the  city. Jerusalem was Israel’s capital, the center of her national life. 
Jerusalem is pronounced Yeru-shalom in Hebrew and means literally ‘the shalom of God.’ 
Shalom is the abundant flourishing that results when God, the human community, and creation 
are in right relationship and intimate communion.” (ibid., 40) 
  
“When God shows up, the reason sin is cast outside the city is because it stands in opposition 
to God’s good and redemptive purposes for inside of the city. To ask God to redeem Jerusalem 
but not cast sin outside the city walls is like asking a  doctor to heal your body without excising 
the disease.” (ibid., 41) 
  
God’s Return to the City 
“We want Luke Skywalker to lead the rebels’ strike against the empire, and we have no problem 
rejoicing in the final victory party as the emperor’s forces fade out of center view into the 
sidelines. Fairy tales bear witness to our hope in this dramatic narrative structure. Jesus’ return 
bears this same dramatic narrative structure: the King is returning to establish his matchless 
kingdom, and all those forces that stand opposed to that kingdom, thought they currently 
dominate our world, will fade from enter view and slink to the sidelines, never again to hurt or 
destroy the flourishing peace of God’s new creation.” (ibid., 43) 
  
Importance of the City 



“God returns to ‘liberate the capital,’ Jerusalem from sin’s destructive power and to establish his 
kingdom in the land. In the biblical story Jerusalem is seen not only as the capital of Israel, but 
as the center of the earth. So when God comes to liberate it, he will be liberating the very center 
of our world, so that he can establish his kingdom from there into all the earth.” (ibid., 44) 
  
Protection of the City, Not Torture 
“Downstream, hell starts to look like a place God created for the specific purpose of throwing 
down on sinners. God’s primary motive moves from protection of the good outside the city, to 
torture of the bad  underground. The location ahs become abstractly disconnected from God is 
positively up to in the world. But God’s purpose is protection, not torture.” (ibid., 46) 
  
“God’s holy love is experienced inside the city as redemptive glory. But to those ill-intentioned 
powers that want to invade, God’s holy love is experienced as protective fire.” (ibid., 47) 
  
“The good news of the gospel is this: Jesus invites us into his city.” (ibid.) 
  
Personal Application Questions 
  
Small Group Questions 
1. What’s your response to Rob’s teaching on hell? What aspects had you not considered 
before? What do you still have questions about? 
2. How could God be good without hell ? In other words, how could God be good, and 
provide hope for this world, if he didn’t get rid of evil? 
3. How does the gospel—Jesus’ death on the cross for us—help you see how God is good 
and merciful, and that the existence of hell doesn’t contradict His goodness and mercy? 
4. What do you think is an appropriate reaction to the existence of hell, if it isn’t anger 
toward God? 
  
Questions for Parents 
 
 
 
 
 
 


